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Objectives 

 Explore Arizona’s Early Learning Standards 

 

 Understand Arizona’s Early Learning Standards for 
children ages 3-5 and how to use them to guide 
instruction 

 

 Demonstrate the interconnectedness of all of the Early 
Learning Standards 

 

 Understand that the Arizona’s  Early Learning Standards 
are a part of the continuum of school readiness 
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Family 
Relationships 

Positive 
Teacher-Child 
Interactions 

Effective 
Instructional 
Strategies 

AZ Early 
Learning 

Standards 

Quality 
Environments 

Improved 
Outcomes 

for ALL 
Children 
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Arizona 
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for 3 to K 
entry  

Arizona’s 
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Career 
Ready 
Standards 
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AZ Early Learning Standards are 
NOT meant to be used: 
 as a curriculum 

 

 as a checklist 

 

 as an assessment 
tool 

 

 in isolation 

 

 to stifle the creativity 
of teachers and 
caregivers 

 

 to imply that only 
formal and structured 
activities are to be 
planned for young 
children 
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The AZ Early Learning 
Standards ARE: 
 a framework that provides 

first steps for designing 
activities and curriculum 

 

 flexible; can be modified 

 

 A reflection of best practice 
and current brain research 

 

 a link between early learning 
and school readiness 

 

 appropriate for ALL children 
regardless of background, 
language and diverse needs 

 

 common, agreed upon goals 
and outcomes 

 

 separated into domains; yet 
interrelated and 
interdependent 

 

 a tool to assist parents, 
caregivers and teachers 
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         Standards 
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 Social Emotional 

 Approaches to Learning 

 Language and Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Science 

 Social Studies 

 Physical Development, 
Health and Safety 

 Fine Arts  
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A Visual Explanation of the Arizona Early Learning Standards  
Standard:  An agreed upon framework of skills that young children need to experience in order to 

develop a foundation for higher levels of learning.  

 

Strand: The “Big Idea” – a component of the Standard    Concept:  One topic or sub-skill of the 
Element 

 

Strand 1:  Counting and Cardinality 

Concept 1:  Counting Out Loud 

The child counts out loud and uses number words in daily conversations. 

 

To build an understanding of counting children need environments that are rich 

in mathematical language and provide varied opportunities to count in ways that 

are personally meaningful, challenging, and fun. 

Indicators and Examples in the Context of Daily Routines, Activities, and 
Play: 

 

a. Shows interest in and awareness of counting. 

 Participates in counting activities 

 Recites numbers 1-10 with increasing accuracy 

 

b. Counts out loud to 10. 

 Sings counting songs 

 Counts the number of steps to the playground 
 Counts to 10 while playing hide and seek 

 

Context 

Statement: 

Statements that 

describe more 

fully what a young 

child should learn 

- often related to 

meaningful 

experiences that a 

child develops 

and practices 

within an early 

learning setting, 

home or 

community.  

Indicators: 

Define the desired 

outcomes for 

young children.  

Indicators are not 

placed in 

developmental 

sequence.  Letter 

designation is for 

the convenience 

of planning and 

writing EIPs 

(Individual 

Education Plans).  

Children may 

accomplish 

indicators in any 

order.  

Examples in the context of Daily Routines, Activities, and Play 

Examples of activities (but not limited to) that children may perform in the context of play and daily routines that 

demonstrate learning of a particular skill or knowledge and understanding of a particular Concept. 
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Integration 
The Integration Section within each Domain Standard provides guidance and examples for integrating approaches to learning, 

mathematics and language/literacy into all domains of early learning.  For example, in the Mathematics Domain, the 

Integration section provides examples of Approaches to Learning and for integrating Language and Literacy into the early 

learning mathematics experience. 

 

 MATHEMATICS 

STRAND 1:  COUNTING AND CARDINALITY  

Approaches to Learning – Actions 

that would incorporate Approaches 

to Learning into Mathematics. 

Language & Literacy – Actions that 

would incorporate Language and 

Literacy into Mathematics. 

1. The pre-k class was curious about 

how many airplanes were flying 

over their playground.  During the 

year, with support from the 

teachers, they tallied the number 

of planes that flew over their 

playground each day.   

 

1. The children, with support from 

the teachers, made a chart to 

help tell the story about the 

number of trains that went by the 

playground during the school year.  

The teacher brought non-fiction 

books into the classroom about 

trains. 
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Alignment 
The Alignment Section within each Domain provides a matrix demonstrating how the Early Learning Standards align with the 

Infant and Toddler Guidelines, the Head Start Child Outcomes, and the Arizona Kindergarten Standards.   

 

Example 

STRAND 1:  LANGUAGE 

INFANT & TODDLER 
GUIDELINES 

AZ EARLY LEARNING 
STANDARD 

HEAD START CHILD 
OUTCOME 

AZ KINDERGARTEN 
STANDARD 

Listening and Understanding Receptive Language Understanding Receptive Language Speaking and Listening 

Shows interest in listening to 
sounds. (LDC) 

a. Demonstrates understanding a 
variety of finger-plays, rhymes, 
chants, poems, conversations, 
and stories. 

Attends to language during 
conversations, songs, stories, 
or other learning experiences. 
(LD) 

Recognizes and produces 
Rhyming words.  (PA) 
 

 

Within the Alignment Matrix are codes that reference where in the Head Start Outcomes and the Infant/Toddler Guidelines 

the examples are found.  For example, under Infant & Toddler Guidelines (above) is the code (LDC) which means this guideline 

is found in the Language Development and Communication section of the Infant & Toddler Guidelines.  The reference codes 

for Head Start Outcomes and Infant and Toddler Guidelines are consistent throughout the Alignment sections in each 

domain. 
Reference Codes for the HS Outcomes Framework  Reference Codes for the Infant / Toddler Developmental Guidelines  

 ATL – Approaches to Learning 

 CAE – Creative Arts Expression 

 ELD – English Language Development 

 LD – Language Development 

 LKS – Literacy Knowledge & Skills 

 LR - Logic & Reasoning 

 MKS – Mathematics Knowledge & Skills 

 PDH – Physical Development & Health 

 SED – Social & Emotional Development 

 SKS - Science Knowledge & Skills 

 SSKS – Social Studies Knowledge & Skills 

 ATL – Approaches to Learning 

 CD – Cognitive Development 

 LDC – Language Development and Communication 

 PMD – Physical and Motor Development 

 SED – Social and Emotional Development 
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Resources Section 

 Articles 

 English Language 
Learners 

 Young Children with 
Special Needs 

 Resources 

 Arizona 

 Child Care 

 Family/Parents 

 Organizations 

 Web Sites with 
Comprehensive 
Education Links 

 Research 
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The Interconnectedness of Early 
Learning Standards Activity 
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