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Objectives 

 Explore Arizona’s Infant 
& Toddler 
Developmental 
Guidelines  

 

 Understand how to 
utilize the Infant & 
Toddler Developmental 
Guidelines  

 

 Establish a continuum 
of early learning that 
leads to school 
readiness  
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Why Infant & Toddler 

Guidelines  

 Build awareness of unique developmental 

characteristics of infant and toddlers 

 Increase communication between parents and 

caregivers 

 Increase awareness of quality infant and toddler 

caregiving and education 

 Guide intentional planning  

 Guide assessment  

 Support professional development 
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Uniqueness of Infant and 

Toddler Development  

 Young Infants ~ Birth to 8 months 

 Older Infants ~ 6 months to 18 months 

 Toddlers ~ 15 months to 36 months 
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Three Goals 

to the 

Document  

 Help parents, families, and caregivers 
understand development of infants and 
toddlers 

 

 Promote healthy growth and development in 
their homes and in care settings 

 

 Promote the development of coordinated 
and comprehensive services that utilize the 
guidelines as a framework  
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Family 

Relationships 

Positive 

Teacher-

Child 

Interactions 

Effective 

Instructional 

Strategies 

AZ Infant 

Toddler 

Guidelines 

Quality 

Environments 

Improved 

Outcomes 

for ALL 

Children 



Infant & Toddler 
Developmental 
Guidelines 

Arizona Early 
Learning 
Standards for 3 
to K entry  

Arizona’s 
College and 
Career Ready 
Standards 
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The Arizona Infant & Toddler Developmental 

Guidelines are not to be used:  
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 as a curriculum 

 

 as program standards  

 

 as a checklist 

 

 as an assessment tool 

 

 in isolation 

 

 to stifle the creativity of 
teachers and caregivers 

 

 to imply that only 

formal and structured 
activities are to be 

planned for young 

children 



The Arizona Infant & Toddler Developmental 

Guidelines are… 
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 a framework that provides 
first steps for designing 
activities and curriculum 

 
 flexible; can be modified 
 
 A reflection of best 

practice and current brain 
research 

 
 a link between early 

learning and school 
readiness as part of a 
continuum of quality early 
education strategies 
 

 appropriate for ALL 
Arizona’s youngest children 
regardless of background, 
language and diverse 
needs 
 

 common, agreed upon 
goals and outcomes 

 

 separated into domains; 
yet interrelated and 
interdependent 

 

 a tool to assist parents, 
caregivers and teachers 

 



Individual Differences  

 Children develop at different rates 

 Cultural influence 

 Family structure and beliefs 

 Community  

 Individual life experiences  
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Domains 

 Social Emotional  

 

 Approaches to Learning  

 

 Language Development and 
Communication  

 

 Cognitive Development 

 

 Physical and Motor 
Development  
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The sense of trust and emotional security that 

infants and toddlers develop within their families, 

cultures and communities shapes their interactions 

and relationships throughout their lives 

 

Social and Emotional 

Development 

Healthy social 
emotional  

skills 

Development 
of skills and 

abilities in all 
domains 



 Trust and Emotional Security 

 Self-Awareness 

 Self-Regulation 

 Relationships with Other Children 

Components of the Social 

Emotional Domain 



 

HOW children orient themselves 

to learning a wide range of skills. 

Approaches to Learning? 



It is directly linked to  

 

success in school  

AND  

life. 

Why does it matter? 



Approaches to Learning 

 Entails the inclinations, dispositions, 

attitudes, habits and styles that reflect the 

many ways that children involve 

themselves in learning.  

 Is about HOW children orient themselves 

to learning a wide range of skills 

 Is critical for their success and school 

readiness 
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 Persistence 

 Initiative & Curiosity 

 Creativity & Inventiveness 

 Reasoning & Problem Solving 

Components of the Approaches 

to Learning Domain 



Language Development 

and Communication 

Infants and toddlers learn the languages of 

their families, cultures and communities 

through interaction and experiences 

Ability to 

understand 

and use 

language to 

communicate 
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Increase in 

learning in all 

other 

domains 



Components of the Language 

Development and 

Communication Domain 

 Listening and Understanding 

 Communicating and Speaking 

 Emergent Literacy 
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Cognitive Development 

Acquiring new skills, knowledge and 

the ability to process new information 

through play and interaction with 

others and the environment. 
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Components of the Cognitive 

Development Domain 

 Exploration and Discovery 

 Memory 

 Problem Solving 

 Imitation and Symbolic Play 
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Physical and Motor 

Development 

Physical and motor skills and abilities 

that emerge during the infant and 

toddler stages of development 
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Components of the 

Physical and Motor 

Development Domain 

 Gross Motor Development 

 Fine Motor Development 

 Physical Health and Well-Being 
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Resources Section 

 Best Practices in Early 

Childhood Education 

 English Language Learners 

 Young Children with 

Disabilities 

 National Association for the 

Education of Young Children 

(NAEYC) Position Papers 

 Arizona Resources 

 Inclusive Education 
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Supports for Infant & Toddler 

Educators  

 Program Guidelines for High Quality Early 

Education: Birth through Kindergarten 

 Professional Development  

 http://www.azed.gov 
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http://www.azed.gov/


31 


